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Master Sheng Yan liked to call himself “an
itinerant monk pressing forward in snow and
wind”. He was selected by Commonwealth
Magazine as one of the 50 most influential
people in Taiwan in 400 years. His life was full of
trials, tribulations and twists.

I/
1#' e Aﬁ_jr ’ The Master became a novice in the Wolf Hills,
%DEE/\] /\iX/A //[\ , Jiangsu, in China, at age 14. Afterwards, he
spent years performing deliverance rituals,
15%%@ E[’\] }\JX/L\ % o then serving in the army, before finally being
N N N re-ordained. During his solitary retreat, studies
S — N = L~

% 155_1: -:Ié [ %éEE E/‘] 1|:| /Ny in Japan, spreading the Dharma in the USA, and
XE | |77 7 32 founding DDM, he had at all times been able to
e Jﬂiﬁj jJ T /L\Eﬁ ,'J'I ° find a way out when there seemed to be none.
His compassionate vows were revealed more
: clearly through hardship, while his Chan wisdom

The Dharma is [ o
shone through his perseverance. To him, life was

SO g ood yet SO a process of living the Buddha-dharma.

few people know

. In order to raise the status of Buddhism and
about it and so the quality of monks, the Master, then 40

many peop]_e years old, decided to go to Japan for further

2 d t d it. It studies. After receiving a doctorate degree, he
misunderstand it. started travelling between Taiwan and the USA

was based on this spreading the Dharma, and, as an inheritor
belief that Master of both Linji and Caodong lineages of Chan

Buddhism, promoting and teaching Chan
Sheng Yan founded practice worldwide. In addition, the Master
DDM. was especially good at explaining the Dharma

in plain language, so as to widely spread
the Dharma. Despite his hectic schedule, he
nonetheless dedicated himself to writing and
was an author of more than 100 books.
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Singapore celebrates the nation’s 50 years of independence and
reflects on its journey in building a resilient and cohesive society that
is based on the foundation of racial and religious harmony, justice
and equality. In this memorable moment, Dharma Drum Singapore
celebrates its 20th year anniversary.

MRS GOH CHOK
TONG

Since its independence on 1965, Singapore has gone through
many extraordinary challenges of nation building, facing up to
the world financial crisis, critical SARS attack and the ongoing
economic restructuring that demand the courage and dexterity of
our people to work relentlessly with the government to achieve the
success of our nation.

Dharma Drum Singapore was established in 1995 to introduce
Master Sheng Yen's teaching of a movement called “Spiritual
Environmentalism”. The movement encourages individuals to
train their minds to feel and experience gratitude, kindness and
compassion and through such practices the individuals will develop
characters that invariably promote kindness and compassion
towards others. It creates an environment that discourages hostility
and confrontation in this chaotic world; that helps people face
challenges and problems in their daily lives confidently with peace
of mind. The objective of the movement is to achieve the Founder’s
Vision of “Uplifting the character of humanity and building a pure
land on earth” among mankind.

I congratulate Dharma Drum Singapore for embarking on its
20 years of meaningful work. My best wishes for its continuous
spiritual journey in propagating Chan Buddhism.
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I sincerely wish that DDS will be able to spread the Dharma Drum
Sect of Chinese Chan Buddhism in Singapore by conducting more
Chinese and English meditation retreats and Dharma talks,
Youth program and the teaching of Master Sheng Yan
so that it can benefit more Singaporeans and attract more
young Singaporeans to learn Chinese Buddhism.

ANDY SOH
P&
Former President

AERZE

[ feel extremely honored to be elected by the members of DDS and
given a chance to serve as the President of DDS from September
2012 till August 2014. I'm grateful to Master Sheng Yan, the Sangha
of Dharma Drum Mountain (DDM), the donors and supporters of
(DDM) for setting up the Dharma Drum Buddhist College which
I was very fortunate to study Buddhism at for four years. Hence, I
have decided to repay my debts of Dharma through serving in the
committee of DDS when [ returned to Singapore.

[ am not a capable person and not a good leader, therefore, I didn't
manage to fulfill the most importance task of finding a permanent
venue for DDS at the end of my tenure. However, I am very grateful
to Venerable Yongnan for renting the current premises (Long Quan
Si) to DDS so that we can continue the Dharma activities. Moving
DDS from the previous Duxton Road premises to the current
location was not a small task. When we packed up and brought all
the boxes down to the road to wait for the transport truck, it filled up
the corridors of four shop houses. It's heartening to see the great
team work, efforts and help from many volunteers.

Looking forward, I am very sure that under the capable leadership
of the current President Rui Hua pusa, DDS will find a permanent
premises soon.

[ would like to take this opportunity to thank the team of
management committee who served with me. Without their
patience, cooperation, hard work and support, we would not have
been able to conduct those Dharma programs during 2012 and
2014. Once again thank you very much to all those who served in
the previous and current committees.

Lastly, I would like to express my gratitude towards the Sangha of
DDM, all the members, supporters and all the past Presidents of
DDS. Without them, there will be no DDS.
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DDM promotes the
protection of the
social, living, and
natural environments
based on Protecting
the Spiritual
Environment, by
purifying the mind
through transforming
thinking, therefore
uplifting the
character of
humanity and
eventually achieving
genuine peace and
harmony.
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Core Value - Protecting the Spiritual
Environment

Master Sheng Yen had been promoting this
value since 1993, in the hope to guide people’s
way of thinking, enabling them to face and
handle problems with a healthy mindset, stay
calm in any situation, be concerned with people
and the world around them, and remain hopeful
for the future.

The Common Ethos of DDM

Vision: Uplifting the Character of Humanity and
Building a Pure Land on Earth

The starting point is uplifting every individual's
character in terms of integrity. When this is
achieved, our world will naturally become a
pure land.

Spirit: Giving of Ourselves for the Benefit of All
By giving of oneself for the benefit of others,
one will not only benefit himself but also grow in
wisdom and blessings.

Direction: Returning to the Original intention of
the Buddha and Working for the Purification of

the World.

By emulating the Buddha's kindness and
compassion, everyone can improve their own
mindset and actions, and further help purify
society, people’s mind, and the world.

Approach: Promoting Comprehensive
Education and Extending Loving Care to All
Our aim is to provide education and cultivate
talent of all kinds in a systematic and
comprehensive manner. Education and care are
two sides of the same coin: To provide loving
care is to realize the purpose of education.
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